"The constitution will' be dead" said Gandhiji. "The
Government of India Act of 1935 is dead. The I. C. S. would
have to go and it might be anarchy, but there need be no
anarchy if the British withdraw with goodwill. Free India
Government would set up a constitution suited to Indian genius,
evolved without dictation from outside."... "The dictating fac-
tor will not be an outside one, but wisdom. And I believe there
will be abundant wisdom among us."
"Would the Viceroy cease to exist as such?"               ^,
"We shall be friends even then, but on a par, and I have
no doubt that Lord Linlithgow will welcome the day when he
will be one of the people."
WHY NOT TODAY?
"Why can't all this be done today, without the British with-
drawal? " said Mr. Emeny returning to the charge.
"The answer is simple. Why can't a prisoner do a thing
which a free man can do? You may not have been behind
prison bars, but I have been and I know. Imprisonment means
civil death, and I suggest to you that the whole of India is
civilly dead. The very breath is controlled by British powe^r*
Then there is another experience that you lack. You have not
been a member of a nation that has been under subjection for
several centuries. Our habit has been that we can never be
free. You know the case of Shri Subhas Bose, a man of great
self-sacrifice who might have had a distinguished career in the
Indian Civil Service, but* who is now an exile because he cannot
possibly tolerate this helpless condition and feels that he must
seek the help of Germany and Japan."
(Harijan, July 26, 1942, pp. 242-3J
#                    *                    #
(R)   TO AMERICAN FRIENDS
.. .1 claim to be a votary of truth from my childhood. It
was the most natural thing to me. My prayerful search gave
me the revealing maxim 'Truth is God' instead of the usual one
'God is Truth'. That maxim enables me to see God face to face
as it were. I feel Him pervade every fibre of my being. With
this Truth as witness between you and me, I assert that I would
not have asked my country to invite Great Britain to withdra^r
her rule over India, irrespective of any demand to the contrary,
if I had not seen at once that for the sake of Great Britain
and the Allied cause it was necessary for Britain boldly to per-
form the duty of freeing India from bondage. Without this
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